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the text of Homer. The general outline of grammar
existed, as I remarked before, at an earlier period.
It grew up iii the schools of Greek philosophers.1
Plato knew of noun and verb as the two component
parts of speech. Aristotle added conjunctions and
articles. He likewise observed the distinctions of
number and case. But neither Plato nor Aristotle
paid much attention to the forms of language whicli
corresponded to these forms of thought, nor liad they
any inducement to reduce them to any practical
rules, "With Aristotle the verb or rhema is hardly
more than predicate, and in sentences such an 'tho
snow is white,' he would have called 'white' a rkSrnu.
The first who reduced the actual forms of languages
to something like order were the scholars of Alex-
andria. Their chief occupation, was to publish cor-
rect texts of tho Greek classics, and particularly of
Homer. They were forced, therefore, to pay aU,en-
tion to the exact forms of Greek grammar: The .MSH.
sent to Alexandria and Pergamus from dilleivnfc parts
of Greece varied considerably, and it could only IHJ
determined by careful observation which (onus uvru
to be tolerated in Homer and which were; not. Their
editions of Homer were not only da low is, a (3 reek
word literally rendered in Latin by wlitin, i.e.. issues
of books, but ditirthowis, that is to say, critieal editions.
There were different schools, opposed to each, other in
their views of the language of Homer. Kach reading
that was adopted by Zcmodotus or ArislarchiiN had to
be defended, and this could only be done by ehtahllBhing
general rules on the grammar of the Homeric, poema.

1 M. M.'B History of Anciuut Sanskrit LiUraiurU) p. 103.